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BOOK REVIEWS. 



L. R. A. Cases A3 Authorities. Applied, Developed, Strengthened, Limited, or 
In any way affected by later decisions that have cited these cases as prece- 
dents. In four volumes. Vol. I. The Lawyers' Co-operative Publishing Com- 
pany, Rochester, N. Y. 1905. $7.50 per vol. 

The publication of these volumes will greatly increase the value of the 
L. R. A. series. In these days when opinions of courts of last resort are 
being ground out with lightning-like swiftness, making it easy to find an 
authority on either side of almost any position, it is of manifest value to 
be able to trace the history of the conflicting authorities, so as to determine 
which are more entitled to weight. When the attorney on the other side 
has cited a case which seems to be "on all fours" squarely against you, 
often your only avenue of escape is to be able to find that the opinion cited 
has been in some way limited or distinguished or overruled. Hence books 
giving the history of cases are destined to become in more general use. 
"Roses Notes" led the way and many similar works will follow. 

It is truly said in the preface of the work under review that the value 
of a case is often multiplied many times by tracing it through a series 
of later decisions that have been founded upon it. "Each case that cites 
it as a precedent may do more than merely follow the precedent; it may 
extend, expand, or broaden it by giving it a new application, or distinguish, 
limit, or disapprove it." In this way after a precedent has been repeatedly 
cited its history in later decisions greatly increases its value. To give 
this added value in each case in L. E. A. is the purpose of the "L. R. A. 
Cases as Authorities." It takes up each opinion, beginning with the first 
case in Volume 1, and gives the later decisions in which each case is cited, 
stating in condensed form a digest of all the holdings of other courts as 
to the case under consideration, so classifying the statements as to enable 
one to refer directly to the point under investigation. For instance, take 
the Virginia case of Alexander v. Alexander, 85 Va., 353, reported in 1 L. 
R. A., 125. The work shows that that case has been distinguished in a 
West Virginia case and distinguished and questioned in a Missouri case. 
The knowledge of these facts will enable the lawyer to study more intelli- 
gently the case of Alexander v. Alexander and to more completely under- 
stand its application. We only wish that some industrious Virginia lawyer 
would compile a history of Virginia case law so that the value of each 
Virginia decision might be ascertained without laborious research. 



A Practical Treatise on the Law of Receivers, as applicable to Individ- 
uals, Partnerships and Corporations, with Extended Consideration of Re- 
ceivers of Railways and In Proceedings in Bankruptcy. By William A. 
Alderson, of the Los Angeles Bar. author of a treatise on " Judicial Writs and 
Process," and editor of " Alderson's Edition of Beach on Receivers." Baker, 
Voorhlss & Company, N. Y. 1905. $6.00 net. 

The publishers of law books are quick to perceive and supply the demands 

of the profession. The publication of nearly every recent text-book issued 

by leading publishers has been in response to a widespread demand caused 
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by the increase of litigation in the particular field intended to be covered 
by the new work. A practical up-to-date treatise on "Receivers" was un- 
doubtedly needed,' and the demand has been most acceptably supplied by 
Mr. Alderson. After treating his subject thoroughly and in detail, the 
author greatly increases the value of his work by the chapter in which he 
summarizes the law of receivers. In this particular Mr. Alderson sets an 
example which all authors should follow. It is of very great value to a 
lawyer in the beginning of the study of a subject to be able to get "a bird's 
eye view," and a text-book which presents such a view has a manifest ad- 
vantage over those which omit this most important feature. 



Wharton and Stille's Medical Jurisprudence. Fifth edition. Legal Ques- 
tions, by Frank H. Bowlby, of the publishers' editorial staff; Insanity, by 
James Hendrle Lloyd, A. M., M. D. ; Poisons, by Robert Amory, A. M., M. D., 
and Robert L. Emerson, A. B., M. D. ; Physical Conditions and Treatment, 
medical aspect, by Truman Abbe, A. B., M. D. The Lawyers' Co-operative 
Publishing Co., Rochester, N. Y. 1905. Three Volumes. Pages, 2,580. 

It is a well known fact that text-books on medical subjects become obso- 
lete within five years after publication. This is due to the rapid develop- 
ment of the science, and in no branch is this more particularly true than in 
those related to medical jurisprudence. This work, always a standard, 
has been made more worthy of confidence than ever by intrusting the 
medical aspect to physicians who are specialists in neurology and physi- 
ology. Its thoroughness and the fact that the style is attractive and not 
too learned should make the book a popular one with the legal fraternity. 

A comparison of the classification of insanity given therein with that 
given in Virginia text-books like Mayo's Guide or Minor's Institutes will 
give the reader an opportunity to judge of the great changes in the litera- 
ture of that subject as well as to appreciate the many excellencies of the 
work under review. 

C. B. G. 



The American and English Encycloprdia of Law. Edited by David S. Gar 
land and Charles Porterfleld, under the supervision of James Cockcroft 
Second Edition. Vol. XXX. Edward ThompsoD Company, Northport, 
Long Island, New York : 1905. 

This volume completes (exclusive of index) a work which has done 
much to lighten the labors of the busy lawyer. When the Edward Thomp- 
son Company began the publication of this monumental work their service 
to the profession was immediately appreciated, and the publication of each 
succeeding volume has placed the bar under additional obligations to the 
concern which was the pioneer in the modern encyclopedic method of the 
treatment of legal subjects. Volume 30 contains a treatment of subjects 
of the greatest practical importance. One of the most useful of its articles 
is that on "Witnesses," to which subject nearly 300 pages is devoted. The 
value of the article is enhanced by reason of the fact of the scarcity of 
text-books specifically treating the subject. The trial lawyer would do 
well to read this article, because it contains much matter which he should 



